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TE Connectivity and Phoenix Contact announce joint development agreement for  
Single Pair Ethernet hybrid cable assemblies 

 

SCHAFFHAUSEN, Switzerland – May 17, 2022 – TE Connectivity (TE) will jointly develop with the 

Phoenix Contact new Single Pair Ethernet (SPE) M12 hybrid connectivity. The M12 connectors align with 

the hybrid format specified by the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 63171-7 standard, 

which the IEC initiated under the guidance of TE in early 2021.  

 

The agreement brings together innovation from two global companies with high expertise in connectivity 

with the shared goal of driving market adoption of SPE in the industrial space, reflecting the support for the 

IEC 63171-7 standard that exists among key trade groups and the industry as a whole. 

 

“As a founding member of the SPE Industrial Partner Network, TE is committed to bringing the powerful 

advantages of SPE to industrial networks,” said Priyank Kishor, global product management leader at TE 

Connectivity. “We now have a shared roadmap for how we will get there: the development of hybrid 

interfaces that easily integrate SPE with existing infrastructure. The collaboration with Phoenix Contact will 

allow us to work together to identify solutions that will make widespread implementation of SPE possible.” 

 

The IEC 63171-7 standard specifies hybrid interfaces with SPE and power contacts in the M12 format. The 

standard includes seven codings for various applications, covering a performance range of 8-16 A and 50–

600 V. Whereas current power over data line (PoDL) concepts are restricted to 50 W at the device level, 

SPE M12 hybrid connectors also work for high-power applications such as IIoT devices, robotic systems, 

servo drives and small three-phase drives. This universal standard for SPE implementation moves the 

industry closer to bringing ethernet capabilities to the edge of the network and making smart manufacturing 

a reality. 

 

“The partnership with TE Connectivity serves as the basis for the successful development and global 

marketing of the SPE M12 hybrid connector,” said Torsten Janwlecke, member of the Phoenix Contact 

management board and president of the Device Connector division. “At the device level, the new -7 

connectors enable one-cable solutions for data and power and valuable cost and space savings. With that, 

we are reaching the next milestone for successfully establishing Single Pair Ethernet at the field level.” 

 

https://www.te.com/usa-en/industries/automation-control/insights/single-pair-ethernet/spe.html?te_bu=Ind&te_type=pr&te_campaign=oth_glo_ind-oth-global-pr-fy22-spe-press-release-16_sma-2412_27&elqCampaignId=138761


 

  

 

The first phase of the collaboration will focus on the development of coding 2 (2 x 8 A / 50 V AC). The 

launch of the first serial products is anticipated for the beginning of 2023. 

 

ABOUT TE CONNECTIVITY  

TE Connectivity is a global industrial technology leader creating a safer, sustainable, productive, and 

connected future. Our broad range of connectivity and sensor solutions, proven in the harshest 

environments, enable advancements in transportation, industrial applications, medical technology, 

energy, data communications, and the home. With more than 85,000 employees, including over 8,000 

engineers, working alongside customers in approximately 140 countries, TE ensures that EVERY 

CONNECTION COUNTS. Learn more at www.te.com and on LinkedIn, Facebook, WeChat and Twitter. 

 

ABOUT PHOENIX CONTACT 

Phoenix Contact is a global market leader based in Germany. Phoenix Contact produces future-oriented 

components, systems, and solutions for electrical controls, networking, and automation. With a worldwide 

network reaching across more than 100 countries with over 20,000 employees, Phoenix Contact 

maintains close relationships with its customers, which is essential for shared success. The company’s 

wide variety of products makes it easy for engineers to the latest technology in various applications, and 

industries. Phoenix Contact focuses on the fields of energy, infrastructure, process, and factory 

automation. For more information about Phoenix Contact or its products, visit www.phoenixcontact.com, 

call technical service at 800-322-3225, or email info@phoenixcontact.com. 
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